
,O�ÀJOLR

/pRQ�DUULYD�QHO�UHSDUWR�DFFRPSDJQDWR�GD�:LQQLH��VXR�À�
JOLR�� ,O�GRWWRU�&KDUOHV�PL�FKLHGH�GL�DFFRJOLHUH�:LQQLH�PHQ�
tre lui si trattiene nella stanza di Léon per la prima presa di 

FRQWDWWR��Ë�XQ�FDVR�PROWR�GLIÀFLOH�H�OH�FRQGL]LRQL�GHO�SD]LHQ�
WH�VRQR�JUDYLVVLPH��/pRQ�HUD�VWDWR�ULFRYHUDWR�LQ�XQ�RVSHGDOH�
XQLYHUVLWDULR��GRYH�DYHYD�FKLHVWR�O·HXWDQDVLD��(VHJXLWH�OH�YLVLWH�
HG�HVSOHWDWH�OH�SURFHGXUH�SUHYLVWH�GDOOD�OHJJH��OD�GDWD�GHOO·DWWR�
FKH�DYUHEEH�SRVWR�ÀQH�DOOD�YLWD�GL�/pRQ�HUD�VWDWR�ÀVVDWR�SHU�LO�
���DSULOH��0D�LO�JLRUQR�SUHFHGHQWH�:LQQLH��LO�VXR�VHFRQGRJHQL�
WR��JOL�GLVVH�SLDQJHQGR�FKH�DYUHEEH�YROXWR�DVVLVWHUOR�H�DFFRP�
SDJQDUOR�ÀQR�DOOD�VXD�ÀQH�QDWXUDOH��JOL�SURPLVH�FKH�VDUHEEH�
ULPDVWR�DO�VXR�FDSH]]DOH�FRQ�+pOqQH��VXD�PRJOLH��H�FKH�QRQ�OR�
avrebbero mai abbandonato.

Le affettuose insistenze di Winnie indussero Léon a cam�
ELDUH� LGHD�H��TXDQGR� LO�PHGLFR�JOL�SRVH� OD�GRPDQGD�ULWXDOH�
FKLHGHQGRJOL�VH�FRQIHUPDVVH�LO�VXR�LQWHQGLPHQWR�GL�FKLHGHUH�
O·HXWDQDVLD��/pRQ�GLVVH�GL�QR�� ©'HVLGHUR� ODVFLDUPL� DQGDUH� D�
XQD�ÀQH�QDWXUDOH��DWWRUQLDWR�GDL�PLHL�FDULª�

'RSR�TXDOFKH�JLRUQR�L�IDPLOLDUL�VL�UHVHUR�FRQWR�FKH�LO�SD�
]LHQWH�HUD�GLYHQWDWR�SHU�O·RVSHGDOH�XQD�SUHVHQ]D�LQJRPEUDQWH�
H�VJUDGLWD�H�GHFLVHUR�GL�WUDVIHULUOR�DOWURYH��LQ�XQD�SLFFROD�FOL�
QLFD�GHOOD�SHULIHULD�GL�%UX[HOOHV��GRYH�VSHUDYDQR�VDUHEEH�VWDWR�
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WUDWWDWR�EHQH��0D�OD�SDWRORJLD�GL�/pRQ�q�WDOPHQWH�FRPSOHVVD�
che quella struttura sanitaria non ha saputo farvi fronte e il 

PHGLFR�GL� IDPLJOLD�KD�SUHVR�FRQWDWWR�FRQ�LO�QRVWUR�VHUYL]LR��
che ha potuto assicurare un ricovero in tempi brevi.

0HQWUH�:LQQLH�PL�UDFFRQWD�TXHVWD�RGLVVHD��LO�GRWWRU�&KDU�
OHV� ODVFLD� OD� VWDQ]D� GL� /pRQ� H� QRL� HQWULDPR�� FRQ� +pOqQH� H�
$JQqV��VXD�ÀJOLD�GL�WUH�DQQL��FKH�LQWDQWR�VRQR�DUULYDWH��+pOqQH�
q�XQD�JLRYDQH�PDHVWUD�G·DVLOR��KD�FKLHVWR�SHU�TXHVWD�VHWWLPDQD�
LO�SHUPHVVR�UHWULEXLWR�DFFRUGDWR�GDOOD�OHJJH�SHU�HVVHUH�GLVSR�
nibile insieme a Winnie al capezzale del suocero. Winnie si 

DYYLFLQD�DO�SDGUH�H�JOL�GLFH��©4XL�VWDUHPR�EHQH��,O�YRORQWDULR�
FKH�FL�DFFRJOLH�PL�KD�GHWWR�FKH�SRVVLDPR�YHQLUH�D�WXWWH�OH�RUH�H�
DQFKH�UHVWDUH�OD�QRWWH��6L�FKLDPD�$WWLOLR��GHYH�HVVHUH�LWDOLDQRª�
H��ULYROWR�D�PH��©+R�GHWWR�D�SDSj�FKH�SHQVR�OHL�VLD�LWDOLDQR��ULFR�
QRVFR�O·DFFHQWR�SHUFKp�YDGR�VSHVVR�LQ�,WDOLD�SHU�LO�PLR�ODYRURª��
/pRQ�VL�JLUD�SHU�JXDUGDUPL��OR�VDOXWR�GLFHQGRJOL�FKH�SUHQGH�
UHPR�FXUD�GL�OXL�H�PL�GLUH��FRQ�XQ�ÀOR�GL�YRFH��©4XDOFKH�YROWD��
GD�TXDQGR� VRQR� LQ�SHQVLRQH�� OR� DFFRPSDJQR�QHL� VXRL�YLDJ�
JL��/·XOWLPD�YROWD�VLDPR�VWDWL�D�%RO]DQR�VXOOD�VWUDGD�GHO�YLQRª��
:LQQLH� q� LPSRUWDWRUH�GL�YLQR�H� FRQRVFH�EHQH� OD�7RVFDQD�� LO�
3LHPRQWH�H�O·$OWR�$GLJH��©/D�VWUDGD�GHO�YLQR�q�YLFLQR�DOOD�PLD�
FDVD� LQ� ,WDOLDª�JOL�GLFR��©FRQRVFR� OD�YDOOH�GHOO·$GLJH�FRPH� OH�
PLH�WDVFKH�H�SRVVR�GDUOH�GHL�FRQVLJOL�VXL�YLQL�GD�GHJXVWDUHª��6L�
FUHD�XQ�DPELHQWH�GL�VHUHQLWj�SDUODQGR�GHO�YLDJJLR�FKH�KDQQR�
IDWWR�O·DQQR�VFRUVR�DO�WHPSR�GHOOD�YHQGHPPLD��,QWDQWR�+pOqQH�
VL�q�DFFRFFRODWD�DFFDQWR�DO�OHWWR�H�PDVVDJJLD�OH�PDQL�GHO�VXRFH�
UR��$JQqV��UDGLRVD�QHO�VXR�YHVWLWLQR�ELDQFR�SULPDYHULOH�HVSORUD�
OD�VWDQ]D�VDOWHOODQGR�LQWRUQR�DO�OHWWR��,O�PLR�TXDUWR�QLSRWLQR��
OD�SULPD�EDPELQD��GHYH�QDVFHUH�WUD�XQ�PHVH��6RQR�FRPPRV�
VR�QHO�YHGHUH�TXHVWR�DQJLROHWWR�FKH�FRUUH�LQWRUQR�DO�OHWWR�GHO�
QRQQR�PRUHQWH�SRUWDQGRJOL�XQ�PHVVDJJLR�GL�DPRUH��GL�YLWD�H�
di felicità.
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$JQqV�VL�DYYLFLQD�DOOD�PDPPD�SHU�SDUODUOH�LQ�XQ�RUHFFKLR��
+pOqQH�PL�FKLHGH��©$JQqV�YXRO�VDSHUH�VH�GRPDQL�SXz�YHQLUH�
GDO�QRQQR�H�SRUWDUJOL�3XII��3XII�q�LO�JDWWR�GL�PLR�VXRFHUR��GDO�
TXDOH�QRQ�VL�VHSDUD�PDL��TXDQGR�/pRQ�VWD�LQ�SROWURQD��3XII�q�
VHPSUH�DSSDOORWWRODWR�DFFDQWR�D�OXL�H�ID�FRQWLQXDPHQWH�OH�IXVDª�

©8Q�JDWWR�DOO·RVSHGDOH�QRQ�q�SHUPHVVR��SHU�RYYL�PRWLYL�GL�
LJLHQHª��OH�ULVSRQGR��©PD�L�GHVLGHUL�GHL�EDPELQL�FKH�YRJOLRQR�
bene al nonno devono essere ascoltati rispettosamente. Vedrò 

VH�PDJDUL�GL�VHUD�H�QHOOD�PDVVLPD�VHJUHWH]]D�QRQ�VL�SRVVD�IDUH�
XQ·HFFH]LRQH��3HU�FRPLQFLDUH�ª�GLFR�DG�$JQqV��©SRUWD�XQD�IRWR�
di Puff e anche una foto tua e le attacchiamo al muro con una 

FDODPLWD��YLFLQR�DO�OHWWR�GHO�QRQQR��*OL�WHUUDQQR�FRPSDJQLD�H�
SHQVHUj�D�YRLª�

$JQqV�q�VRGGLVIDWWD�GHOOD�SURSRVWD��VL�DUUDPSLFD�VXO�OHWWR��
GD�XQ�EDFLQR�DO�QRQQR��SRL�VFHQGH�H�FRUUH�SHU�WXWWD�OD�VWDQ�
za. Si ferma davanti alla vetrata del balconcino e fa ciao alle 

macchine che passano sulla strada. Sul marciapiede cammi�
QD�XQD�VLJQRUD�FRQ�XQD�FDUUR]]LQD�DFFDQWR�DOOD�TXDOH�F·q�XQ�
EDPELQR�GL�TXDWWUR�R�FLQTXH�DQQL��,O�ELPER�YHGH�$JQqV��FKH�
q�LQ�SLHQR�VROH�GLHWUR�DO�YHWUR��H�ULVSRQGH�DO�VXR�VDOXWR�FRQ�OD�
PDQR��©0L�KD�YLVWR�ª��JULGD�$JQqV��

Léon sorride.

,O�SRPHULJJLR�VHJXHQWH�VXOOD�SDUHWH�D�ÀDQFR�DO�OHWWR�FL�VRQR�
GXH�IRWR��$JQqV�DO�PDUH�FRQ�XQ�VHFFKLHOOR��XQ�JDWWR�G·DQJRUD�
ELDQFR�EHQ�SHWWLQDWR��/pRQ�VRQQHFFKLD��RJQL�WDQWR�DSUH�JOL�RF�
chi e vede i suoi cari riuniti in silenzio al suo capezzale. 

/pRQ�QRQ�VL�q�SL��VYHJOLDWR�HG�q�PRUWR�QHOOD�QRWWH��DVVLVWLWR�
GD�:LQQLH�H�GD�VXD�VRUHOOD�&ODLUH�� ,O� VXR�XOWLPR�VJXDUGR�VL�
HUD�SRVDWR�VXOOD�IRWR�GL�$JQqV��OD�EDPELQD�FKH�KD�DLXWDWR�VXR�
QRQQR�D�HVVHUH�YLYR�H�IHOLFH�ÀQR�DOOD�ÀQH�

:LQQLH�PL�KD�LQYLWDWR�DG�DQGDUH�DO�FLPLWHUR�SHU�O·LQXPD�
]LRQH�GL� VXR�SDGUH��$JQqV�SLDQJHYD�QHOOH�EUDFFLD�GHOOD� VXD�
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PDPPD��SRL�VL�q�GLYLQFRODWD�HG�q�SDUWLWD�D�ULQFRUUHUH�XQR�VFR�
LDWWROR�FKH��VDOWDWR�JL��GD�XQD�EHWXOOD��FRUUH�HOHJDQWH�QHO�SUDWR�
e si nasconde in una siepe di rododendri. Hélène mi ha det�
WR��©$JQqV�SLDQJHYD�SHUFKp�DQFKH�3XII�q�PRUWR��OR�DEELDPR�
WURYDWR�D�FDVD��VRWWR�OD�SROWURQD�GL�/pRQ��PRUWR�QHOOR�VWHVVR�
JLRUQR�GHO�VXR�SDGURQHª��$JQqV�WRUQD�YHUVR�OD�PDPPD�VRUUL�
dendo e alza le manine per farsi prendere in braccio. Le dice: 

©3XII�q�DQGDWR�LQ�FLHOR�D�JLRFDUH�D�QDVFRQGLQR�FRQ�LO�QRQQRª�


